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SENEGAL. 

Senegal  is  the  largest  and  most  important  of  the  French  West 
African  colonies.  Dakar,  its  principal  city  and  port,  has  25,000 
inhabitants,  of  which  3,000  are  Europeans.  This  city,  which  has 
well-paved  streets^  electric  lights,  and  telephone,  v^-ater,  and  sewage 
sj'stems,  is  the  principal  coaling  station  in  western  Africa.  It  has 
dry  docks  and  a  well-protected  harbor  large  enough  to  accommodate 
as  manv  as  50  ocean-going  vessels  drawing  '20  to  30  feet  of  water. 
The  quad's  can  accommodate  10  to  15  vessels. 

In  Senegal  the  soil  is  generally  sandy.  The  natives  are  mainly 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  peanuts,  millet  (guinea  grain),  and 
beans,  and  in  stock  raising. 

The  colony  is  by  no  means  as  rich  in  native  products  as  its  neigh- 
bors farther  south,  for,  lacking  the  heavy  forestation,  it  is  almost 
entirely  void  of  oil-bearing  palms  and  hardwoods.  It  has  no  devel- 
oped mines  and  no  soil  suited  to  the  cultivation  of  cacao  or  rubber, 
although  some  wild  rubber  is  collected. 

Agriculture  and  Cattle  Raising — Meat-Packing  Plant. 

Agriculture,  cattle  raising,  and  petty  trade  are  the  princii3al  occu- 
pations of  the  natives;  the  Europeans  are  engaged  solely  in  trade, 
with  the  exception  of  a  packing  plant  at  Lyndiane,  managed  by  an 
American,  where  about  125  bullocks,  weighing  an  average  of  250 
pounds  net,  are  slaughtered  daily,  the  product  being  canned  and 
frozen.  The  bullocks  come  principally  from  the  Sudan,  but  many 
are  raised  in  Senegal.  The  meat  is  only  medium,  the  cattle  being 
mostly  grass  fed,  but  fairly  cheap  and  abundant.  The  plant  com- 
menced operations  at  the  end  of  1914  and  exported  1,200  net  metric 
tons  in  1915  at  the  rate  of  about  100  tons  per  month.  The  manage- 
ment claims  a  capacity  of  about  4,000  tons  per  year. 

There  are  no  mines  in  operation  in  Senegal  or  in  the  other  French 
West  African  colonies,  nor  are  there  any  factories  in  any  proper 
sense. 

The  Colony's  Foreign  Trade — Articles  Imported. 

Senegal's  foreign  trade  in  1915  totaled  $29,347,391  in  value,  as 
against  $30,979,596  in  1914  and  $31,074,603  in  1913.  Imports  de- 
clined steadily  from  $16,997,663  in  1913  to  $15,453,250  in  1914  and 
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$13,753,094  in  1915,  but  these  losses  Avere  offset  to  some  extent  by  the 
continued  gains  in  the  exports — from  $14,077,000  in  1913  to  $15,- 
526,340  in  1914  and  $15,593,397  in  1915. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  Senegal  in  1913, 
1914,  and  1915  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

$270,522 

235,816 

1,110,198 

3,  642, 754 
135, 571 
437, 174 

282,551 
13,304 
253,090 
893,467 
244,709 

324,930 

8271,020 

269      S 

1,232,  ij5 

2,543,581 
131,438 
579,662 

229,265 
7,759 
300, 473 
908, 785 
217,187 

374,699 

$737, 326 

149, 230 

2,451,277 

1,  477, 472 
57,893 
449,512 

118,991 

1,701 

280, 452 

1,072,554 

87,601 

230,646 

Povrder 

$4,02.5 

117, 840 

893,407 

419,414 

384,938 

64,802 

25,539 

384,329 

1,040,112 

321,455 

56, 557 
5, 435, 039 

$2,000 
225,482 
908, 7S5 
568, 459 
366,956 
58,593 
33,243 
355,256 
592,906 

211,541 

50,089 
5,013,418 

$734 

Biscuit,  ship's 

Coal 

Provisions,  U.S.  s. 
Rice 

423,837 
994, 891 

Cotton,  manufac- 

Silver  bars 

Spirits 

41,918 
95  775 

Piece  goods.. 

62,994 

43,754 

326,765 

443  910 

Long  cloth  a . 

Wines 

Sugar 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Firoarms 

451  lis 

Flour 

M  anu  fac- 

tured 

All  other  articles.. 

Total 

Kola  nuts 

Lumber 

76,  .004 
3,077,139 

Oil:  Kerosene, 
etc 

16,997,063 

1-5,453,250 

13,753,994 

a  "Guin&s,"  or  "blue"  cotton  cloth. 

France  furnished  53.75  per  cent;  the  United  Kingdom,  29.50  per 
cent;  the  Netherlands,  4.40  per  cent;  and  the  United  States  51.28 
per  cent  of  the  imports  in  1915,  goods  from  the  United  States  that 
year  being  valued  at  $587,677. 

Provisions,  Cotton  Goods,  Tobacco,  Kerosene,  Etc. 

The  gains  in  the  value  of  the  imports  of  provisions  in  1914  and 
1915  were  due  principally  to  increased  receipts  of  frozen  beef  from 
Argentina  and  tomatoes  from  Italy.  A  part  of  the  provisions  was 
reexported. 

Guinees,  or  cotton  long  cloth  (blue  cotton  goods) ,  are  imported  espe- 
cially to  meet  the  demands  of  a  sect  of  Mohammedan  natives.  The 
increased  value  is  due  to  the  increased  tariff  on  these  goods. 

There  was  a  small  increase  in  both  the  value  and  quantity  of 
apparel,  cotton  goods,  and  yarns  imported  in  1914  over  1913,  but 
the  quantities  and  values  were  about  half  as  much  in  1915  as  in  1914, 
as  a  result  of  the  scarcitj^  of  labor,  the  poor  prices  for  the  colony's 
exports,  and  the  general  increase  in  the  prices  for  these  goods.  Cot- 
ton goods,  including  blue,  or  long  cloth — "  Guinees  " — are  furnished 
principally  by  the  United  Ivingdom  and  the  Netherlands. 

In  1914  there  was  a  decrease  in  both  leaf  and  manufactured  to- 
bacco, as  compared  with  1913,  due  to  lack  of  transportation  facili- 
ties, but  in  1915  imports  increased  as  the  result  of  increased  demands 
and  easy  shipments  direct  from  New  York. 

The  falling  off  in  imports  of  kerosene,  lumber,  and  construction 
materials  was  caused  by  the  general  adverse  effects  of  the  lower 
prices  for  the  colony's  products,  increased  freight  rates,  higher 
prices  of  the  goods,  and  lack  of  ocean  transportation  facilities. 
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Good  Trade  in  Coal,  Sugar,  Cottonseed  Oil,  and  Soap. 

The  gains  in  coal  were  ascribed  to  the  increase  in  the  tonnage  and 
number  of  steamers  calling  at  Dakar  to  relill  their  bunkers,  the  port 
having  become  a  special  coaling  port  for  all  French,  Italian,  Nor- 
wegian, and  main"  of  the  British  l)oats  i)lying  between  Europe  and 
South  America  and  South  and  AVest  Africa ;  even  for  some  boats 
from  and  to  the  Far  East.  In  lOlH  the  imi)orts  of  coal  totaled 
307,900  metric  tons;  in  1914,  179.714  tons;  and  in  1915.  231.458  tons. 
The  local  price  of  coal  just  before  the  war  was  abont  $8.50  per  ton; 
at  the  end  of  1915,  $12  per  ton;  and  on  September  10,  1910,  $16  per 
ton.  The  sources  Avere  about  equally  divided  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States. 

The  natives  are  becoming  great  consumers  of  sugar,  especially  the 
ordinary  brown  sugar  that  retails  at  present  (Sept.  10,  1916)  in 
Dakar  at  about  10  cents  per  pound.    The  sui)])Iy  comes  from  France. 

Cottonseed  oil  finds  a  favorable  market  in  Senegal  for  native  cook- 
ing purposes,  as  the  palm  oil  is  scarce  and  expensive. 

There  was  a  small  increase  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports 
of  soap  in  1914  over  1913,  but  a  small  decrease  in  1915,  due  to  in- 
creased cost  and  freight  and  the  results  of  the  war.  Americans  should 
make  an  effort  to  secure  this  trade.  A  bar  of  soap  that  can  be  bought 
in  any  grocery  in  the  United  States  for  5  cents,  although  of  an. 
inferior  quality  as  compared  with  the  American  article,  sells  in 
Dakar  now  for  20  cents. 

Articles  Exported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principle  articles  ex- 
ported from  the  colony  in  1913,  1914,  and  1915  : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Beef,  frozen 

$177,146 

30,2.50 

23,400 

1,213 

296,317 

373,749 

133,088 

Peanuts 

Rubber 

All  other  arti- 
cles  

$11,054,810 
91,602 

•2,124.761 

S13, 488, 637 
959 

1,365,436 

$10,865,718 

Beeswax 

Bullocks 

Birds'  skins    . 

$30,407 
57,611 
7,084 
411,117 
152,798 
146, 750 

$19,569 
34,499 
8.386 
217,961 
275,012 
115,887 

28,836 
3, 663, 680 

Total... 

Hides 

14,077,000 

15,526,346 

15,593,397 

Palm  kernels... 

Exports  of  bullocks  and  frozen  beef  were  principally  to  other  West- 
African  colonies  and  to  France,  and  taken  by  steamers  calling  at 
Dakar  for  provisions. 

Peanuts,  the  principal  and  mainstay  export  product,  as  well  as  the 
other  exports  were  taken  mainly  by  France,  although  the  United 
Kingdom  received  a  large  share.  In  1913,  226,572  metric  tons  of 
peanuts  were  exported;  in  1914,  276,381  tons;  and  in  1915,  about 
300,000  tons. 

Shipping  of  the  Port  of  Dakar. 

Although  there  were  great  increases  in  the  tonnage  and  number  of 
steamships  entering  the  port  of  Dakar,  they  in  only  small  measure 
added  to  the  shipping  facilities  of  the  colony,  being  mainly  large 
boats  calling  at  this  port  solely  for  bimker  coal. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  nationality  of  vessels  entering  the 
port  of  Dakar  during  1913, 1914,  and  1915 : 


Nationality. 


France 

United  States 

England 

Italy 

(iermany 

Spain 

Belgium 

Nor'svay 

!>('nmark 

Swedrn 

(I'rcece 

I^ortiigal 

Total.. 


Vo.ssels.    Tonnage. 


■1.50 
1 

200 

233 
S17 
15 
36 

110 
28 
2S 
21 
30 


306, 

762. 

176, 
20, 

164, 
75, 
25, 
26, 
33, 
4, 


1914 


Vessels.    Tonnage. 


321 

1 

104 

135 

n 

20 
106 
34 
25 
21 
10 


2,833,842 


728, 189 

617 

342,062 

432,434 

115,395 

16,748 

84,016 

93,245 

37,527 

24,850 

28,519 

4,142 


1915 
Vessels.    Tonnage. 


3S0 


252 
22S 


1.937,744 


745,293 


661,136 
552, 191 


38,043 
55,617 
80,099 
13,270 
23, 710 
34,872 
22,919 


2, 227, 150 


UPPER  SENEGAL  AND  THE  NIGER. 

Upper  Senegal  and  the  Niger  comprises  practically  all  of  the  West 
African  interior  from  the  Sahara  Desert  to  the  French  Kongo,  join- 
ing Senegal,  French  Guinea,  the  Ivory  Coast,  and  Dahomey.  Its 
trade  is  as  yet  much  less  developed  than  that  of  the  coast  colonies. 
In  1914  the  imports  into  Upper  Senegal  were  valued  at  $1,079,426, 
as  against  $2,101,194  in  1913.  Outside  of  railAvay  and  other  Govern- 
ment supplies  its  chief  imports  are  cotton  goods  and  leaf  tobacco. 
Upper  Senegal's  exports  in  1913  amounted  in  value  to  $710,023,  but 
fell  off  in  1914  to  only  $4G2.164.  It  is  from  this  section  that  peanuts, 
hides  and  cattle,  ivory,  gum,  rubber,  hair,  and  shea  nuts  are  shipped. 
The  excess  of  the  value  of  the  imports  over  that  of  the  exports  is 
accounted  for  by  the  large  purchases  by  the  Government  for  general 
improvements,  including  railway  construction,  public  roads,  and 
buildings. 

The  Niger  (territory)  is  farther  inland  than  Upper  Senegal,  there- 
fore more  remote  from  the  seaports  through  which  all  "West  African 
foreign  trade  must  pass:  consequently  the  trade  with  the  over-seas 
countries  is  as  yet  very  small.  But  as  the  territorj'^  is  rich  in  agri- 
cultural and  cattle  raising  possibilities  the  future  prospects  are  bright 
and  the  country  is  expected  to  make  rapid  strides  as  soon  as  the 
railways  have  been  linked  up. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  the  Niger  in  1913  amounted  to  only 
$166,340  and  in  1914  to  $193,117,  the  principal  articles,  in  addition 
to  Government  purchases,  being  cotton  goods  and  tobacco.  The  ex- 
ports, which  totaled  $230,014  in  value  in  1913  and  $117,656  in  1914, 
were  mainly  cattle,  hides,  ostrich  feathers,  native  salt,  and  tanned 
sheep  and  goat  skins. 

DAHOMEY. 

Dahomey,  the  smallest  of  the  French  West  African  colonies,  lies 
between  Nigeria  and  Togoland  on  the  Gulf  of  Guinea.  The  total 
value  of  the  colony's  foreign  trade  in  1915  was  only  $4,456,495,  as 
compared  with  $4,755,411  in  1914  and  $6,027,096  in  1913.  In  1913 
its  imports  were  valued  at  $2,924,414,  declining  in  1914  to  $2,292,933, 
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and  aoaiii  in  1915  to  $2,051,832.  Its  exports  showed  a  correspond inc^ 
reduction  from  $3,102,082  in  1913  to  $2,402,478  in  1914  and  $2,404,003 
in  1915. 

Articles  Imported  and  Exported. 

The  vahies  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  and  exported 
from  Dahomey  in  1913,  1914,  and  1915  are  shown  in  the  folloAving 
statement : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 


Biscuit,  ship's 

Cotton  goods 

Flour 

Glassware 

Kerosene 

Lumber 

Machines 

Maize  (corn) 

Matches 

Rice 

Soap 

Spiiits: 

Gin 

Other... 

Sugar 

Tobacco,  leaf. 

All  other  articles . 


$11,394 
725,96.-) 
25,007 
44,218 
138, 172 
33, 774 
2.5, 6C3 
10,094 
59, 036 
18,107 
28,049 

117,164 

128,201 

01,007 

72,480 

,42C,0S3 


1914 


Total 2,921,414 


$5,336 
550, 555 
19,603 
26,962 
95, 128 
8,217 
33,032 
27,353 
38,201 
16,848 
19, 173 

02,088 
07,382 
26,632 
144,294 
1,152,129 


2, 292, 933 


1915 


$2, 

041, 

9, 

8, 

192, 

G, 

13, 

33, 

32, 

15, 

22, 

47, 

C, 

201, 

809, 


2,051,832 


Articles. 


EXPORTS. 

Copra 

Cotton  lint 

Fish,  dried 

Maize  (corn) 

Palm: 

Kernels 

Oil 

Shea:   . 

Nuts 

Butter 

Shrimp 

All  other  articles... 

Total 


$15,947 
41,300 
32, 774 

20t,675 

,.950,060 
750, 097 

6,365 
14,751 
10,090 
76, 623, 


3, 102, 682 


1914 


$14,475 
32,469 
29, 520 
73,513 

1,477,480 
693,314 

15,000 
-  0,795 

17,393 
102, 429 


2,462,478 


$18,503 
16,477 
45,531 
83,149 

1,097,827 
933,063 

5,100 

037 

27,840 

175, 470 


2,404,003 


Distribution  of  Trade — Shipping. 

Statistics  showing  the  distribution  of  the  colony's  trade  are  not 
available,  but  it  is  known  that  in  1915  France  furnished  20.49  per 
cent  and  in  1914,  22  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  imports;  Germany 
furnished  22.10  per  cent  in  1914  and  nothing  in  1915.  The  principal 
article  imported  was  cotton  goods,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  sup- 
plied by  the  United  Kingdom,  $725,905  worth  in  1913,  $550,555 
worth  in  1914,  and  $041,442  worth  in  1915.  The  two  next  most  im- 
portant articles  were  kerosene,  valued  at  $138,172  in  1913,  $95,128 
in  1914,  and  $192,501  in  1915,  and  leaf  tobacco,  valued  at  $72,480  in 
1913,  $144,294  in  1914,  and  $204,579  in  1915,  the  United  States  fur- 
nishing practicall}"  all  of  both  each  year. 

Before  the  war  the  exports  went  chiefly  to  German}^,  but  since  the 
war  France  and  England  have  become  the  leading  purchasers  of  the 
colony's  products. 

The  nationality,  number,  and  tonnage  of  the  vessels  that  entered 
the  ports  of  the  colony  in  1913,  1914,  and  1915  are  shown  in  the 
f ollowino-  table : 


Nationality. 

1913 

1914 

1015 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

French 

173 
131 

3 
169 

1 

232,664 

187,297 

4,670 

193,382 

181 

149 
117 

181,835 

UO   771 

115 
115 

142,121 
155,539 

British 

Italian 

.... ::::;::. 

German 

71  !          80,037 

1 

1       

Portuguese 



Total 

477 

618,191 

337 

401,643 

230 

297  660 
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FRENCH  GUINEA. 

French  Guinea  lies  between  Portuguese  Guinea  and  Sierra  Leone. 
It  is  a  richer  colony  than  Senegal,  exporting  not  only  cattle,  peanuts, 
gum,  hides,  beeswax,  and  rubber,  but,  being  farther  south  and  in  the 
heavy  forest  region,  more  palm  kernels  and  palm  oil. 

The  value  of  French  (iuinea  s  foreign  trade  declined  from 
$(),9,-)9.r)73  in  1013  to  $3,983,751  in  1914,  but  advanced  again  in  1915 
to  $5,004,447.  Its  imports  in  1913  were  valued  at  $3,747,13G;  in  1914, 
at  $1,782,9GG;  and  in  1915,  at  $1,370,033;  and  its  exports  at  $3,212,437, 
$2,200,785,  and  $3,134,414,  respectively.  The  value  of  the  total  trade 
in  1914  was  only  about  four-sevenths  of  that  in  1913,  but  in  1915  it 
was  quite  five-sevenths.  The  export  figures  show  that  the  colony  con- 
tinued to  prosper,  for  although  the  value  of  the  exports  decreased 
considerably  in  1914  as  compared  with  1913,  in  1915  it  was  but  little 
less  than  that  of  1913,  despite  the  greatly  reduced  prices  paid  for 
practically  all  of  the  colony's  export  products. 

Articles  Imported  and  Exported. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  and  exported  from 
French  Guinea  in  1913,  1914,  and  1915  is  shown  in  the  following 
table : 


Articles. 


Apparel 

Blue  (Guin^os) 
cloth 

Coal 

Construction  ma- 
terials  

Cotton  goods,  n.  e.  s. 

Flour 

Liqueurs 

Oils:  Kerosene, etc. 

Rice 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tobacco 

Wines 

All  other  articles . . . 


Total 3,747,136 


1913 


48, 322 
49, 766 

36, 558 
1,736,165 
SO, 198 
52, 370 
48,143 
51,886 
20,441 
43, 856 
73,466 
66,612 
1,345,819 


$72, 388 

33, 631 

42,291 

32,378 
617, 004 
61,537 


30, 105 
67,917 
15,383 
20,299 
72,338 
62,187 
555,478 


1,782,966 


1915 


$70, 480 

89, 288 
2,149 

6,313 
924,615 
38,612 
28, 039 
29, 875 
19.559 
23, 422 
20, 598 
88, 760 
63,0,59 
265,234 


1,870,033 


Articles. 


EXPORTS. 

Beeswax 

Bullocks 

Gum  copal 

Hides 

Palm: 

Kernels 

Oil 

I'eanuts  (ground- 
nuts)  

Rubber 

Sesame  seed 

All  other  articles . . . 

Total 


1913 


$34,065 
298. 426 
52,583 
338, 749 

3.39, 129 
19, 022 

106, 869 

,  847, 289 

29, 425 

146,880 


3,212,437 


1914 


$50, 275 
291,430 
57, 292 
600,642 

287,345 
11,931 

121,359 
610, 328 
51,491 
218, 692 


2,200,785 


1915 


$82, 402 
295, 145 
65,687 
811,943 

315,018 
36, 153 

32, 332 
916, 266 

24,447 
555, 021 


3,134,414 


Distribution  of  Trade — Shipping. 

In  1915  France  supplied  25.31  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  of  the 
colony  and  the  French  ]:)Os.sessions  3.01  per  cent,  the  percentages  for 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  being  estimated  at  30  and 
10,  respectively.  In  the  preceding  year  France  sent  37  per  cent  of 
the  imports,  the  French  colonies  0.3G  per  cent,  the  United  King- 
dom 41.91  per  cent,  Germany  4.3G  per  cent,  and  the  United  States 
11.50  per  cent.  The  share  of  France  in  the  colony's  export  trade  in 
1915  was  52.05  per  cent  and  of  the  French  colonies  0.01  per  cent; 
the  United  Kingdom  must  have  received  quite  45  per  cent,  but  the 
exact  figures  are  as  yet  unavailable. 

The  chief  ]Dort  of  French  Guinea  is  Konakry,  where  ocean-going 
steamers  discharge  their  cargoes  at  the  wharves.  In  1915,  408  ves- 
sels, of  338,420  tons,  entered  the  ports  of  the  colony,  as  against  504, 
of  712,975  tons,  in  1914.    The  nationality,  number,  and  tonnage  of 


FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA — IVORY  COAST. 


tlie  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  colony  during  the  two  years  are 
shown  in  the  following  'table : 


Nationality. 

1914 

1915 

Nationality. 

1914 

1915 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

188     2-11,774 

235     26;:s,  989 

2        4  sn9 

172 

309 

132,282 
131,248 

Swedish 

1 
4 

204 
7,920 

British        

3 
4 

4 

3  729 

Dutch 

266 

52 
20 
2 

34,831 

158,670 
1,278 

700 

15 
1 

69,500 
695 

Total 

504 

712,975 

408 

338, 420 

IVORY  COAST. 

Trade  in  the  Ivory  Coast  in  1915  suffered  more  than  in  any  other 
French  or  British  West  African  colony  mainlj^  on  account  of  the  lack 
of  a  market  for  two  of  its  principal  products,  palm  kernels  and  palm 
oil,  the  greater  part  of  which  went  to  Germany  prior  to  the  war. 
Importers  in  France  made  no  provision  for  the  disposal  of  these 
products,  as  v\'as  done  in  England,  Avhere  mills  were  constructed  to 
crush  the  kernels  and  successful  efforts  made  to  find  new  uses  for 
palm  oil. 

The  colony  also  suffered  on  account  of  the  lack  of  shipping  facili- 
ties, not  only  for  its  palm  products  but  especially  for  mahogan}-,  its 
chief  export.  In  1913  the  value  of  the  logs  exported  was  $910,222, 
in  1914  it  declined  to  $699,468,  and  in  1915  to  only  $306,846,  less  than 
one- third  of  the  value  in  1913.  At  the  close  of  1915  thousands  of  logs 
were  waiting  for  shipment. 

Direct  steamship  Connection  v/ith  United  States  Desired. 

One  of  the  colony's  largest  exporters  went  to  the  United  States  to 
interest  American  importers  in  establishing  a  direct  steamship  line 
between  the  United  States  and  French  West  Africa.  Officials  of 
both  French  and  British  West  Africa  as  well  as  many  traders  have 
expressed  themselves  strongly  in  favor  of  better  shipping  facilities 
between  the  United  States  and  West  Africa.  They  wish  to  be  able 
to  bu}'  direct  such  products  as  flour,  lumber,  cement,  kerosene,  to- 
bacco, provisions,  etc.,  as  well  as  to  sell  direct  their  palm  kernels,  palm 
oil,  mahogany  logs,  cocoa  beans,  ginger,  etc. 

The  only  British  line  now  operating  does  not  render  the  service  de- 
sired, and  it  is  feared  will  not  be  able  to  render  sufficient  service  after 
the  war.  Even  though  the  German  steamers  return  to  the  West  Af- 
rican trade,  with  possibly  one  or  two  steamers  each  way  monthh^ 
they  will  fail  to  supply  the  trade.  There  are  hundreds  of  small  and 
some  large  independent  firms  without  head  offices  in  Europe  that 
would  trade  direct  with  the  United  States  if  there  Avere  better  steam- 
ship connections. 
Imports  and  Exports. 

Imports  into  the  Ivorv  Coast  in  1915  reached  a  total  value  of 
$1,382,221,  as  compared  with  $2,197,434  in  1914  and  $3,503,818  in 
1913,  and  exports  from  the  colony  totaled  $1,385,547,  as  against 
$1,752,779  in  1914  and  $3,197,138  in  1913.     The  values  of  the  princi- 
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SUPPLEMENT    TO   COMMERCE   REPOETS. 


pal  articles  imported  and  exported  for  the  three  years  are  shown  in 
the  followino;  table :  * 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Biscuit,  sea  (shin's). 
Construction    ma 

terials 

Cotton  goods 

Flour 

Kerosene 

Rice 

Soaf) 

Spirits 

Sugar 

Tobacco 

Wines 

All  other  articles . . 

Total 


1913 

1914 

1915 

$32, 210 

$8,568 

46,  ISl 

34,524 

$18, 128 

S05, 480 

313,902 

223,346 

69, 735 

29,  S62 

30, 947 

31,528 

30,S75 

39, 774 

223,433 

111,268 

116,920 

47,f.39 

42, 032 

41,902 

140,  r,71 

94, 148 

50. 091 

34,f)26 

11,045 

14,499 

54.109 

51,107 

63,653 

40, 247 

22, 760 

40.5.56 

1,977,956 

1,447,253 

741, 805 

3,503,818 

2, 197, 434 

1,382,221 

Articles. 


EXPORTS. 


Bullocks 

Cacao 

Iliries 

Ivory 

Mahogany 

Palm: 

ICornels 

Oil 

Rubber 

All  other  articles... 


Total. 


$122, 507 


16,966 

'946,'222 

455,815 

583,268 

992, 332 

86, 028 


3, 197, 138 


$31,628 
8,583 
30, 470 
18,353 

699,  40S 

371,611 
40j,0:)l 
99, 730 

87, 845 


1, 752,  779 


$27,495 

20,787 

7,664 

306,846 

329,177 
441.224 
182.174 
70, ISO 


1,385,547 


France  supplied  47.80  per  cent  of  the  imports  in  1914  and  47.47 
per  cent  in  1915 ;  the  United  Kingdom,  30.50  per  cent  and  39.05  per 
cent,  respectively;  and  the  Netherlands,  4.94  per  cent  and  3.91  per 
cent.  In  1914  Germany-s  share  was  9.72  per  cent  and  Belgium's 
1.31  per  cent;  no  goods  were  received  from  these  countries  in  1915. 

The  percentages  for  the  1915  exports  are  not  yet  available.     In 
1914  France  took  39.54  per  cent  of  the  colony's  products;  the  United 
Kingdom,  37. G8  per  cent;  and  Gerivurriv,  15.39  pev  cent. 
Continued  Decline  in  Shipping. 

In  1915,  197  vessels  of  471,478  tons  entered  the  ports  of  the  colony, 
as  compared  with  358  vessels  of  849.315  tons  in  1914  and  428  vessels 
of  1,010,720  tons  in  1913. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nationality  of  vessels  entering  dur- 
ing the  three  years: 


Nationality. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

French 
British 
Italian 
Germa 
l!e!gi:u 
Norwe 
Danish 
Greek. 
Dutch 

97 
181 
2 
111 
34 
1 

199, 770 
392,409 
3,  U2 
25fi,(>iS 
157, ISO 
643 

88 
179 

188, 450 
400, 495 

77 
105 

167,564 
238  103 

n 

05 

22 

2 

2 

i54,652 

101,323 

2,001 

2,364 

1 

:;ian.. 

14 

1 

65, lis 
695 

1 
1 

1,547 

57 

1 

1 

Total. 

428 

1,010,728 

358 

849,345 

197 

471, 478 
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